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Uppsala,  Nov.  30th, 19 17. 


My  dear  Dr.  El l is , 

At  home  I  find  your  kind  letter.  j^Let  me  precise  some  points  regarding  the 
influence  of  the  war  on  the  Church. 

1.  Especially  in  the  beginning  but  also  afterwards  many  have  been  unpleasantly  sur*» 
prised  to  see  that  life  is  more  earnest  than  they  ever  dreamt  of.  I  do  not  think  tha$ 
fear  has  any  really  good  and  reliable  moral  and  religious  results,  but  the  distress 
of  these  times  has  turned  many  hearts  to  a  more  serious  conception  of  life,  to  Christian 
thoughts,  to  feel  their  need  of  the  message  of  the  Gospel.  A  French  friend  told  me 
that  in  the  trenches  modem  literature  became  tedious  and  nauseous  to  him,he  could 
only  read  the  Bible  and  the  classics.  I  have  seen  this  in  fine  modern  souls  not  only 
in  belligerent  countries  but  also  here  in  our  country. 

2.  Modern  dognas  have  failed.  Many  thou^t  that  our  civilization  went  by  itself 
comfortably  to  heaven.  Now  they  see  that  it  goes  to  hellt  that  it  must  take  another 
path,in  order  to  get  saved.  Is  evil  real^Tihe  Christian  struggle  ag^nst  evil  must 
be  more  recognized  than  it  was  before  the  war  in  modern  thought* 

3.  But  at  the  same  time  the  message  of  the  Church  about  atonement,  vicarious  suffer** 
ing,  redeeming  love  and  the  enigma  of  sacrifice  has  become  evident  as  never  before  to 
many  minds  that  despised  such  Christian  ideas  as  foolish  antiquities  and  that  see  now 
that  those  experiences  touch  the  very  deepest  realities  of  life. 

4.  Notwithstanding  cruel  enmities,  hatred  and  crimes  I  think  that  human  solidarity 
has  never  been  as  evidently  and  deeply  recognized  as  now.  It  may  be  that  a  day  will 
coma  when  humanity  has  forgotten  all  the  blood  and  the  tears  shed  now  but  will  bless 
the  victory  of  Christian  principles  in  international  intercourse. 

Such  facts  have  turned  many  hearts  to  Christianity.  They  constrain  the  Church  to 
contrition  and  repentance  and  to  loving  service.  But  they  give  her  also  won:  erful 
tasks.  Therefore  I  consider  it  as  a  holy, but  most  dLifficult  duty  to  make  for  a  common 
confession  of  the  Church  of  the  supranational  importance  of  Christ’s  crossjto  us  with 
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inviolable  fidelity  to  patriotism’ s  call  and  with  radical  exclusion  of  any 
political  questions#  The  arrangements  will  absolutely  exclude  any  such 
meeting  of  the  representatives  from  different  parts#  I  mean  any  such 
meeting  that  might  in  any  way  be  untrue  or  compromising#  We  as  sorry  that 
pacifistic  Christian  brethren  will  not  understand  our  policy*  but  we  (the 
bishops  of  Copenhagen*  Christiania  and  myself  and  our  friends)  will  keep 
our  purely  religious*  radically  unpolitical  line# 

Roping  to  meet  you  once  more 

I  am*  my  dear  Doctor*  sincerely  yours 
(Signed)  Soderbiom 


CABLEGRAM 

Received  at  the  WAR  DEPARTMENT 


COPY 


Washington,  D.C.,  January  18 1  1818, 
1:00  A.M. 


From  H  A  E  F 

To  the  Adjutant  General,  Washington 
For  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Paragraph  1.  In  the  fulfillment  of  its  duty  to  the  nation  much  is 
expected  of  our  army  and  nothing  should  be  left  undone  that  v/ill  help  in  keep¬ 
ing  it  in  the  highest  state  of  efficiency.  I  believe  the  personnel  of  the  army 
has  never  been  equalled  and  the  conduct  has  been  excellent  but  to  overcome  en¬ 
tirely  the  conditions  found  here  requires  fortitude  borne  of  great  courage  and 
lofty  spiritual  ideas ,6o unting  myself  responsible  for  the  welfare  of  our  men  in 
every  respect  it  is  my  desire  to  surround  them  with  the  best  influence  possible. 
ir-  the  fulfillment  of  this  solemn  trust  it  seems  wise  to  request  the  sid  of 
churchmen  from  home. 

Paragraph2.  To  this  end  it  is  recommended  that  the  number  of  chap¬ 
lains  in  the  army  be  increased  for  the  war  to  an  avergge  of  three  per  regiment 
with  assimilated  rank  of  major  and  captain  in  due  proportion  and  that  a  number 
be  assigned  in  order  to  be  available  for  such  detached  duty  as  may  be  required. 
Men  selected  should  be  of  the  highest  character  with  reputations  well  established 
as  sensible  practical  active  ministers  or  workers  accustomed  to  dealing  with 
young  men.  They  should  be  in  vigorous  health  as  their  services  will  be  needed 
under  most  trying  circustanues ,  Appointees  should  of  course  be  subject  to  dis¬ 
charges  for  inefficiency  like  other  officers  of  the  National  Ara^-. 

Paragraph  3.  It  is  my  purpose  to  give  the  chaplains  corps  through 
these  forces  a  definite  and  responsible  status  and  to  outline  direct  and  enlarge 
their  work  into  cooperative  and  useful  aid  to  the  troops. 


Pershing. 
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Evangelical  Association 
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Mennonite  Church 
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Methodist  Protestant  Church 
Moravian  Church 

Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.  S.  A. 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.  S.  (South) 
Protestant  Episcopal  Commissions  on 

Christian  Unity  and  Social  Service 
Reformed  Church  in  America 
Reformed  Church  in  the  U.  S. 


in  America 

Reformed  Episcopal  Church 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Church 
General  Synod 
Seventh  Day  Baptist  Church 
United  Brethren  Church 
United  Evangelical  Church 
United  Presbyterian  Church 
Welsh  Presbyterian  Church 
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Rev.  James  I.  Vance,  Chairman 
Henry  M.  Beardsley,  Vice-Chairman 
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Rev.  Charles  S.  Macfarland 
General  Secretary 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
156  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York 

My  dear  Dr*  Speer: 


August  15,  1917 


WASHINGTON  OFFICE: 

1112  Woodward  Building 
Washington,  D.  C. 
COMMISSIONS: 

Inter-Church  Federations 
(State  and  Local) 

Fred  B.  Smith,  Chairman 
Rev.  Roy  B.  Guild,  Executive  Secretary 
Evangelism 

Rev.  Charles  L.  Goodell,  Chairman 
Church  and  Social  Service 
Rev.  Worth  M.  Tippy,  Executive  Secretary 
Rev.  Clyde  F.  Armitage,  Assistant  Secretary 
Church  and  Country  Life 
Gifford  Pinchot,  Chairman 
Rev.  Charles  O.  Gill,  Secretary 

104  No.  3d  Street,  Columbus,  Ohio 
Temperance 
Carl  E.  Milliken,  Chairman 

Christian  Education 
Rev.  Benjamin  S.  Winchester,  Chairman 
Rev.  Henry  H.  Meyer,  Secretary 

International  Justice  and  Goodwill 
Pres.  W.  H.  P.  Faunce,  Chairman 
Rev.  Sidney  L.  Gulick,  Secretary 
Relations  with  the  Orient 
Rev.  William  I.  Haven,  Chairman 
COMMITTEES; 

Family  Life  and  Religious 
Rest  Day 

Rev.  Finis  S.  Idleman,  Chairman 
Foreign  Missions 

Rev.  William  I.  Chamberlain,  Chairman 
Home  Missions 
Rev.  John  M.  Moore,  Chairman 
CO-OPERATING  BODY: 

Home  Missions  Council 
Rev.  Charles  L.  Thompson,  Chairman 


Enclosed  please  find  a  copy  of  a  letter  recently 
received  by  Dr#  Macfarland  from  Warren  P.  Waldo  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Public  Information,  which  Dr.  Macfarland  is  referring 
to  you#  He  is  also  sending  a  copy  to  Dr.  North. 

Sincerely  yours. 


enc 


U/. 


Assistant 


(COPT) 


George  Creel,  Chairman 
The  Secretary  of  State 
The  Secretary  of  War 
The  Secretary  of  the  Navy 


COMMITTEE  ON  PUBLIC  INFORMATION 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


August  12,  1917* 


The  Federal  Council  of  Churches, 
National  Headquarters, 
Washington,  D.  C* 


Gentlemen: 


My  work  her©  in  Washington,  In  connection  with  the  "Four  Minute  Men," 
a  division  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Information,  has  given  me  a  vision  of  a 
great  matter,  hut  which  it  is  not  within  the  province  of  the  Government  to  uti¬ 
lize,  hut  which,  I  have  been  advised,  falls  within  the  province  of  your  Council* 

The  Government  maintains,  as  you  may  know,  what  is  officially  known  as 
the  "Division  of  Four  Minute  Men,"  a  national  organization  of  4000  volunteer  pub¬ 
lic  speakers  who  appear  before  the  audiences  at  motion  picture  theatres  during  the 
intermission  and  speak  for  four  minutes  on  topics  authorized  by  the  Government* 
These  men  also  accept  speaking  engagements  at  other  places  when  they  appear  as 
individuals,  bat,  if  they  choose,  making  use  of  the  material  furnished  by  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  for  their  work  as  Four  Minute  Men* 

It  has  been  my  function,  in  co-operation  with  officials  of  the  various 
Departments  of  the  Government,  to  prepare  the  Bulletins  sent  out  to  speakers,  and 
which  determine  the  topics  upon  which  they  shall  speak,  and  designating  the  points 
which  are  considered  important  for  emphasis*  Within  these  bounds  each  speaker 
has  wide  latitude  in  preparing  his  own  speech* 

In  my  work  of  preparing  these  Speakers  Ballet  ins  have  discovered  that 
there  is  a  very  definite  limit  beyond  which  it  is  not  proper  for  the  Government 
to  go  in  affirming  moral  ideals  and  mobilizing  the  mental  and  spiritual  forces  of 
the  country  for  national  service*  The  State  and  the  Church  are  officially  dis¬ 
united,  and  it  is  well  indeed  that  this  is  so* 

But  there  is  a  point  where  the  State  leaves  off  and  the  Churdh  begins* 

And  I,  as  an  individual  Christian  man,  and  not  as  a  functionary  of  the  Government, 
seem  to  see  a  great  work  which  the  Church,  as  a  whole,  might  take  up,  at  the  very 
point  where  the  State  must,  of  logical  necessity,  lay  it  down* 

The  national  propaganda  which  must  be  put  out  to  serve  the  purposes  of 
the  Government  must  appeal  to  men  to  volunteer  their  lives  and  their  services  in 
the  national  defense;  to  give  their  money  to  humanitarian  work  made  inperative  by 
the  operations  of  war;  to  buy  bonds  which  furnish  money  to  build  armies  and  navies* 

All  this  is  necessary  to  be  done,  and  it  is  clearly  within  the  province 
of  the  State  to  do  this*  In  securing  these  results  it  is  also  within  the  province 
of  the  State  to  affirm  the  accepted  national  Ideals  of  liberty,  justice,  truth, 
fairness,  and  so  on,  and  to  appeal  to  the  nobler  instincts  of  devotion  to  the  common 
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good,  self-sacrifice,  and  standing  for  principle  at  the  cost  of  life  and  treasure* 

But,  looking  upon  the  net  result  of  all  this  Government  propaganda,  I, 
as  a  Christian  man,  and  not  as  a  Government  functionary,  can  see  that  it  tends 
mightily  to  create  througiout  the  country  the  sentiment  that  "Victory  will  he  on 
the  side  of  the  biggest  army."  Therefore  ,we  must  build  the  biggest  army,  and 
fight  in  the  biggest  way  possible. 

The  State,  as  such,  can  do  no  otherwise# 

And  we  see  even  ministers  of  the  Gospel  catching  step  with  this  idea 
which  is  implied  by  the  Government  propaganda,  and  emphasizing  the  duties  of 
oitizenship  just  as  the  Government  is  doing,  which,  of  course  is  all  well  and 
good,  but  they  are  doing  it  to  the  exclusion  of  their  higher  function  of  emphasiz¬ 
ing  the  spiritual  fact  that,  finally,  and  unquestionably.  Right  makes  might*  The 
biggest  army  that  could  be  imagined  must  be  wisely  directed  or  its  efforts  will 
not  win  a  victory  for  the  Right,  and  the  wisdom  which  is,  therefore,  the  supreme 
necessity  of  the  Nation,  no  matter  how  big  its  armies  may  be,  is  a  spiritual 
quality,  gained  by  contact  with  the  Source  of  all  Wisdom# 

To  give  emphasis  to  this  fact,  which  all  spiritually  minded  men  can  see 
is  a  national  bulwark  of  the  first  order,  is  not  the  function  of  the  State  but  of 
the  Church# 

But  unless  the  emphasis  which  the  Church  gives  to  this  idea  is  national 
in  its  scope  it  will  not  be  sufficient  to  offset,  or  rather  balance,  the  effect 
of  the  organized  Government  propaganda  which  leaves  the  impression  that  we  shall 
win  only  by  having  the  biggest  armies. 

Everything  that  tends  in  a  certain  direction  will,  as  you  know,  keep  on 
tending  that  way,  and  growing  more  so,  unless  something  commensurate  with  it 
counteracts  it. 

Now  this  Government  propaganda  must  go  right  on;  and  because  it  stops 
short  of  spiritual  things,  and  their  relation  to  national  success,  it  leaves  the 
inference  that  "God  i§  on  the  side  of  the  greatest  armies." 

It  may  not  be  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  give  this  inpression, 
and  yet  because  it  cannot  speak  frankly  of  spiritual  forces  in  relation  to  the 
final  victory,  it  has  the  sametffect  as  if  the  Government  ignored  spiritual  forces 
and  avowedly  propagated  the  doctrine  that  "Victory  will  be  determined  by  Force." 

The  idea  has  been  going  out  officially,  and  it  must  continue  to  go  out 
officially,  because  that  is  the  logical  conclusion  of  the  unspiritual  interpreta¬ 
tion  of  history,  that  this  nation  owes  its  existence  to  the  superior  force  of  the 
Revolutionary  Army,  rather  than  to  the  superior  wisdom  with  which  it  was  used,  and 
the  superior  rightness  of  the  ideals  for  which  it  fought. 

And  yet,  if  the  Church  as  a  whole  stands  for  any  one  idea  about  which 
there  could  be  no  dispute,  it  is  the  idea  that  God  rules  the  world  and  the  Universe 
and  determines  issues  by  the  superior  weight  of  moral  and  spiritual  force  rather 
than  by  the  preponderance  of  material  forces  unsupported  by  Him* 

How,  it  seems  to  me,  that  the  State  and  the  Church  are  not  in  conflict, 
but  that  it  takes  both  of  them  to  produce  the  perfect  balance;  and  that  if  too 
much  weight  is  being  put  into  one  side  of  the  scale,  the  other  side  will  go  up 
beyond  the  balance,  and  the  true  balance  will  be  lost,  and  with  it  all  things 
worth  while. 
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The  remedy  for  this  situation,  this  growing  tendency  towards  officially 
imposed  materialism,  must  he  found  in  the  constructive  action  of  the  Church  as  a 
whole  • 

The  Church  as  a  whole  must  he  caused  to  see  and  feel  that  the  very  founda¬ 
tions  of  spiritual  thinking  are  threatened  if  the  idea  continues  to  grow  hy  State 
emphasis  that  'Dynamite  determines  the  destiny  of  nations*"  Therefore,  have 
plenty  of  it* 

!  The  Church  must,  if  true  to  its  responsibilities,  restore  the  balance  hy 

demonstrating  to  the  minds  of  men  that  no  matter  how  big  our  armies  may  he  they 
will  not  win  because  of  their  size,  but  because  of  the  spiritual  force  with  which 
they  are  directed,  and  that  the  wisdom  which  will  make  them  effective  for  victory 
can  come  only  with  being  right  in  the  si  git  of  God,  and  seeking  His  guidance  in 
our  efforts,  through  organized  force,  to  "make  the  world  safe  for  democracy* "I 

What  I  now  suggest  to  your  honorable  body  is  this: 

Let  the  officials  of  your  organization  read  this  letter,  and  make  what¬ 
ever  study  of  the  subject  they  may  see  fit  to  detemine^for  themselves  the  degree 
and  importance  of  the  truth  here  affirmed*  ^ 

j ^  w- 

Then,  if  they  feel  the  case  warrants/ft,  (and  it^  will  be  a  sad  day  in  the 
history  of  the  human  race  when  they  decide  otherwise) ,^etjthem  appoint  a  Committee, 
or  constitute  themselves  as  a  committee,  tojdevise  an  organized  propaganda  for  the 
mobilization  of  all  spiritually  minded  peopli,  in  the  churches  and  out.  Catholic 
and  Protestant,  Jew  and  Gentile,  to  reaffirm  the  spiritual  ideal  that  God  really 
governs  and  that  He  will  give  the  victory,  at  last,  on  the  basis  of  right  tendency, 
right  ideals,  and  right  actionlj 

One  means  that  suggests  itself  to  me,  and  vfaich  may  be  found  feasible,  is 

this: 

Ask  every  religious  paper  in  the  country  to  donate  to  this  cause  a  gener¬ 
ous  space,  weekly,  in  which  the  Committee  formed  for  this  purpose,  can  issue  its 
propaganda* 

[The  logical  outcome  of  all  spiritual  ideas  is  reliance  upon  the  power  of 
prayer*  Here,  then,  is  the  high  point  of  the  message  which  the  federated  churches 
should  give  out  to  the  people  as  an  offset  of  the  inferences  being  drawn  from  State 
propaganda*  Let  them  demonstrate,  by  all  the  arts  known  to  the  church,  that 
Prayer,  and  the  righteousness  that  comes  from  right  prayer,  is  what  really  won  and 
established  every  great  good  that  ever  came  to  humanity*  Show  that  Force  has  been 
an  instrument  in  the  hands  of  Righteousness,  but  that  Force  itself  has  not  won  any 
permanent  good*  Show  that  what  we  are  fitting  for  today  is  to  dethrone  an  autoc¬ 
racy  which  rests  upon  the  assumption  that  Might  makes  right*] 

If  the  space  in  the  religious  press  can  be  secured  for  this  purpose,  may 
I  suggest  that  its  use  would  be  more  powerful  if  it  were  used  in  the  form  of  Bulle¬ 
tins  of  a  nationally  organized  Church  propaganda,  rather  than  merely  as  articles* 

The  style  of  the  advertisement,  rather  than  the  style  of  the  essay*  Let  the 
headline  give  the  gist  of  the  message,  reinforced  with  text,  signed  by  the  Commit¬ 
tee* 


This  is  but  one  of  many  methods  that  might  be  suggested  for  getting  quick, 
powerful,  and  universal  action  on  this  matter*  Your  own  knowledge  of  those  methods 
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will  "be  immeasurably  in  advance  of  any  I  might  suggest* 

I  am  now  out  from  under  this  proposition*  I  have  laid  it  upon  your 
table.  It  must  live  or  die  according  to  your  perception  of  its  importance  and  t  e 
action  you  may  take  to  give  emphasis  to  the  idea  here  presented.  [My  ^rtiswith 
youif  but  I  have  other  work  to  do^  I  must  go  on  giving  nation-wide  emphasis  to  the 
propaganda  of  the  Government  which,  unfortunately,  by  limitations  of  authority  d 
not  by  intention,  leaves  the  inference  that  Victory  will  rest  on  the  side  of 
Force. 


I  am  sending  but  one  copy  of  this  letter.  May  I  suggest  that  whoever 
puts  it  in  the  files,  or  officially  pigeonholes  it,  without  giving  it  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  take  root  in  the  mind  of  some  one  who  will  see  its  worth  and  act  upon 
is  assuming  a  tremendous  responsibility* 


it. 


This  letter,  however,  is  not  written  for  publication  in  its  present  form 
and  it  is  my  request  that  it  be  not  published* 


Sincerely, 


(Signed)  Waldo  P*  Warren 


Temporary  address, 

Waldo  P*  Warren, 

Care,  Committee  on  Public  Info jauat ion, 
J.0  Jackson  Place, 

Washington,  D*  C* 


Permanent  Address,  (After  Sept*  1,  1917) 
Waldo  P*  Warren, 

22  East  Washington  Street, 
Chicago 


RECEIVED 

JVN  26  1918 


^  JT 


BECK,  CRAWFORD  &  HARRIS 


JAMES  M.  BECK 
FRANK  l_.  CRAWFORD 
MYRON  HARRIS 


COUNSELLORS  AT  LAW 
32  LIBERTY  STREET 


N  EW  YO  R 


June  20,  1918 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 
c/o  Mac  Millan  Company, 

New  York  City. 

My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 

I  thank  you  very  much  for  your  courtesy  in  sending  me 
your  book,  “The  Christian  Man,  the  Church  and  the  Vvar  . 

I  have  not  had  time  to  read  it  all  together,  but 
I  have  read  with  especial  satisfaction  your  criticism  of  the 
statement  of  the  American  jurist,  on  page  77.  In  this 
connection,  I  am  venturing  to  send  you  a  copy  of  a  speech  that 
I  recently  made  on  “The  Higher  Law“  ,  which  will  show  you,  if 
you  care  to  read  it  ,  that  my  views  are  in  this  respect  in  accoid 
wi th  yours  . 


Yours  very  truly, 


Enc  . 


*?L&JW\x*jSL  (dcm-SaJC' 
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May  6,  1918. 


Dr,'  Robert  E.  Speer, 
156  Fifth  Avenue, 
New  York  City. 


My  dear  Dr.  Speer;- 


Mr.  White  desires  me  to  give  you 
the  enclosed  pamphlet  which  hts  lately  come  to  him. 

1  meant  to  hand  it  to  you  this  morning  but  it  slipped 
my  mind  to  do  so. 


Faithfully  yours, 

Coa^xA 


SMC  :EEW 


Assistant  Secretary 


THE  BROTHERHOOD  OF  MANKIND 
RICHMOND,  IND. 


Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer,  6/30/17. 

Englewood,  N.J. 

Dear  Friend: - 

Regarding  the  REALM  OF  MATTER,  mankind  has  for  thousands  of  years  been 
unconscious  or  ignorant  of  the  wonderful  possibilities  of  the  latent 
forces  of  nature  (God)  until  in  recent  years  men  of  vision  and  faith  have 
been  discovering  and  demonstrating  wonderful  achievements,  dispelling  the 
doubts  of  the  most  skeptical,  so  nothing  seems  too  wonderful  to  expect. 

But  in  the  REALM  OF  MIND, SOUL  AND  SPIRIT  there  still  remains  to  be  discov¬ 
ered  and  demonstrated  to  the  world  at  large  the  greatest  and  most  glori¬ 
ous  boon  to  mankind;  a  fuller  and  more  general  discovery,  appropriation 
and  demonstration  of  the  Divine  Spirit  in  man,  that  will  unify  the  spirits 
of  men  with  the  Divine  Spirit  and  so  affect  the  aspirations  and  ways  of 
mankind  as  to  cause  them  to  rightly  apply  all  the  manifold  achievements  of 
the  realm  of  matter  unto  the  world’s  private,  industrial,  national  and 
international;  present  and  future;  peace,  prosperity,  joy  and  happiness. 

The  present  world  order  of  strife,  turmoil  and  tribulation  is  inevit¬ 
able  only  so  long  as  mankind  wills  it  to  be  so.  As  soon  as  mankind  wills 
to  do  the  will  of  God,  by  conforming  to  his  most  beneficent  laws  of  the 
Spirit  of  Life  or  obligation  to  one  another,  this  world  will  be  transform¬ 
ed.  .  What  the  grace  and  fellowship  of  God  has  wrought  in  individuals  and 
families,  it  can  accomplish  in  communities  and  nations  when  enough  of  the 
individual  members  thereof  become,  through  faith,  permeated  by  the  self 
same  Divine  Spirit.  To  inculcate  this  Spirit  by  encouraging  mankind  with¬ 
in  and  without  the  organized  religious  bodies  to  inward  individual  loyalty 
and  commitment  to  the  simple  but  vital  basic  principles  of 'truth,  life  and 
fellowship  with  the  human  and  the  Divine,  is  the  trend  of  this  movement; 
which  is  as  broad  as  humanity  and  embraces  the  best  in  all  religions. 

With  this  end  in  view,  you  are  most  heartily  and  kindly  requested  to 
1st  -  Read,  consider  and  commit  to  memory  the  enclosed  Basic  Principles. 
2nd  -  Keep  or  post  them  in  a  convenient  or  conspicuous  place  in  home, 

office,  store  or  shop  as  a  family  and  business  motto;  so  as  to  keep 
them  ever  before  others  as  well  as  before  yourself,  not  only  as  an 
ideal  for  the  future,  but  as  the  WAY  OF  LIFE  FOR  THE  PRESENT. 

3rd  -  Get  a  supply  of  copies  of  "Basic  Principles  and  Invitation"  and  of 
this  letter  and  distribute  them  to  others  through  the  mails  and 
personally  at  every  opportunity. 

The  more  we  consider  and  apply  or  practice  these  principles,  the  more 
we  comprehend  their  importance,  breadth  and  vitality  and  the  love  of  God 
which  passeth  understanding ;  as  we  more  heartily  enter  into  the  spirit  of 
the  words,  "OUR  FATHER  WHO  ART  IN  HEAVEN,  HALLOWED  BE  THY  NAME,  THY  KING¬ 
DOM  COME,  THY  WILL  BE  DONE  IN  EARTH  AS  IT  IS  IN  HEAVEN." 

In. the  face  of  the  present  evidence  of  humanities  condition  and  great 
need  it  is  incumbent  on  all  who  are  in  harmony  with  these  Basic  Principles 
to  do  their  utmost,  personally  and  collectively,  to  neutralize  the  forces 
of  error,  evil  and  hate  and  therefore  to  this  end  I  trust  all  such  persons 
of  "good  will"  will  respond  with  suggestions  and  offers  for  practical  ser¬ 
vice  that  may  be  at  their  command. 

Please  let  me  know  how  many  copies  of  this  letter  and  "Basic  Prin¬ 
ciples  and  Invitation"  you  think  you  can  use  to  advantage  to  start  with. 

Sincerely, 


"I  7/orked  for  men,"  my  Lord  will  say, 

When  we  meet  at  the  end  of  the  King’s  Highway. 
r,I  walked  with  the  beggar  along  the  road, 

I  helped  the  bondsman  stung  by  the  goad, 

I  bore  my  half  of  the  porter’s  load. 

"And  what  did  you?"  my  Lord  will  say, 
r,As  you  traveled  along  the  King’s  Highway?" 

"I  showed  men  God,"  my  Lord  will  say, 

"As  I  traveled  along  the  King’s  Highway. 

"I  eased  the  doubter’s  troubled  mind; 

I  helped  the  blighted  to  be  resigned; 

I  showed  the  sky  to  the  souls  grown  blind. 

'’And  what  did  you?"  my  Lord  will  say, 

'\7hen  we  meet  at  the  end  of  the  King’s  Highway. 

Kobert  Davis. 
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Wheel  me  down  by  the  meadow, 

Where  no  step  but  thine  will  pass; 

Anchor  me  where  the  shadow 

5&ims  o'er  the  billowy  grass: 

Where  the  arbutus  straggles  over 

The  slope  of  the  spreading  hill, 

And  the  souls  of  hidden  violets 
Their  scented  airs  distil* 

Saint,  with  your  sweet  composure. 

Lean  your  cool  cheek  'gainst  my  hair; 

Uy  soul* s  in  the  fierce  exposure 

Of  fields  where  the  dying  are; 

And -even  your  hand  oan  never 

rdulet  this  fever  and  pain, 

Or  soften  the  restless  longing 

To  share  in  the  contest  again* 

0,  to  be  hero  so  idle! 

To  sit  like  a  clod  in  this  chair, 

With  hands  that  ache  for  the  bridle, 

With  heart  away  in  the  war* 

Instead  of  the  long  roll  beating 

To  hear  but  the  tinkle  of  vines, 

For  the  rush  and  whirl  of  the  conflict 
Only  the  wail  of  the  pines* 

Still  midst  the  sounds  of  summer, 

Which  freight  the  soft  June  air 
With  tender  slumberous  murmur, 

iiy  soul  hears  the  trumpet *s  blare. 

What  have  I  laid  on  the  altar? 

Only  a  few  drops  of  blood! 

Small  is  the  gift  to  offer 

For  honor,  freedom,  lied* 

While  by  your  side  X  dally. 

Still  waits  the  slave  in  his  chain. 

Up,  my  faint  pulse  must  rally 

Once  more  'mid  the  leaden  rain* 

With  kisses  on  lips,  eyes, and  forehead, 

Sign  me  the  sign  ef  the  Cross* 

If  my  heart  throb  its  last  for  our  banner, 
ireater  the  gain  than  the  loss* 

If  we  gain— there' 11  be  time  for  our  wooing. 

In  paths  where  the  wild  roses  nod; 

If  we  lose— I'll  wait  for  you,  dearest, 

•Meath  the  palms  by  the  mount  of  our  Uod* 


AGENDA, 

December  22nd,  1917,  10  A,  M*  Room  618,  124  Bast  28th  St* 

I.  Prayer* 

II.  Regrets* 

III.  Reading  of  Minutes* 

IV*  Reports  of  the  Central  and  Eastern  Department 
Conferences* 

V.  Report  concerning  Department  Religious  V.ork  Directors* 

VI*  Offer  of  Pocket  Testament  League  to  furnish  us  with 

500,000  Pocket  Testaments* 

VII*  Work  among  Colored  Troops. 

VIII*  Action  of  the  Executive  Committee  with  reference  to 
the  memorandum  of  the  Cooperating  Committee 
concerning  Denominational  representatives  in 
the  camps* 

IX.  Reports  of  Standing  Committees. 

X.  Unfinished  Business* 

XI.  Time  of  next  meeting. 
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THE  SPIRIT  OF  THE  SEA. 

I  have  seen  the  warships  crash  their  bows, 
(oaid  the  spirit  of  the  ^ea) 

And  galleons  with  their  dragontfd  prows , 

And  pirate  sloops  where  men  carouse 
beneath  the  Black  Flag  free  — 

And  never  a  one, 

'Then  my  will  was  done. 

But  was  chattel  and  slave  of  me; 

Then  I  crushed  them  here  in  the  deep  forlorn 
For  a  stronger  than  I  has  not  been  born! 
(Said  the  Spirit  of  the  Sea) 

I  have  seen  the  giant  metal  things 
That  were  fashioned  in  this  strange  agB, 
Things  that  withstood  ray  buffetings 
And  that  rode  me  down  like  armoured  kings 
Till  I  shrieked  and  stormed  with  rage, 
no  I  waited  a  night 
To  show  my  might. 

And  I  called  the  ice  to  me — 

My  sister  white  from  the  TTorth  afar — 

And  the  stateliest  ship  of  ships  that  are 
7/e  broke  in  two  on  the  great  ice-bar! 

(Said  the  Spirit  of  the  Sea.) 

But  what  could  sea  or  ice  avail 
‘Tith  the  marvel  that  I  found? 

The  merciless  ice  was  weak  and  frail 
To  a  love  that  could  part  and  never  quail, 
And  the  courage  that  laughed  —  and  drowned! 
Oh,  the  deep  seas  know 
How  man  is  slow 
To  render  his  life  in  fee. 

Yet  those  stood  ranked  in  waiting  bands 
And,  when  it  came  to  Death’s  demands, 

Gave  Death  their  lives  with  open  hands, 

(Said  the  Spirit  of  the  Sea.) 


By  all  the  winds  that  sweep  t?ie  sea 
And  all  the  icebergs  chill, 

I  have  seen  the  last  of  the  mysteries 

I  have  found  a  fire  we  cannot  freeze, 

A  force  we  cannot  kill I 

With  a  host  to  prove 

This  fearless  love 

They  have  beaten  our  cruelty; 

For  with  ice  below  and  dark  on  high, 

I  heard  men  sing  as  they  came  to  die- 
I  have  met  a  stronger  thing  than  II 
(Said  the  Spirit  of  trie  Sea.) 

Anna  Alice  Chapin. 


